
What it Means if You Have a Fever After a Car Accident 

The importance of seeking medical attention right away 

Car accidents can result in both visible and hidden injuries, and it is important to be aware of 
the potential for fever as a symptom. A fever can be a sign of an underlying condition, such as 
an infection, which, if left untreated, can lead to more severe complications. A fever can also 
signify a delayed onset injury, such as a traumatic brain injury, which may not be immediately 
apparent after the accident.  

Therefore, it is crucial for individuals involved in car accidents to be aware of the potential for 
fever as a symptom and to seek medical attention as soon as possible if they experience a 
fever. Understanding the importance of identifying and treating fever after a car wreck can 
mean the difference between a minor setback and a long-term health issue. 

Fever can signify a severe injury, such as internal organ damage. 

Trauma to the body is one of the most common causes of fever after a car accident. The body's 
natural immune system response to injury is to increase the temperature to fight off infection 
and promote healing. Unfortunately, this response can lead to a fever, even in cases with no 
obvious sign of injury. 

Infections from cuts or abrasions sustained in the crash are another potential cause of fever 
after a car accident. This is especially true if there’s a foreign object, such as glass from a broken 
window, that enters the body. If these wounds are not properly cleaned and treated, they can 
become infected, leading to a fever. 

Delayed onset of internal injuries is another cause of fever after a car accident. Internal injuries, 
such as a traumatic brain injury or a punctured lung, may not be immediately apparent after an 
accident.  

Other common internal injuries sustained by crash victims include: 

• Concussion 
• Internal bleeding 
• Broken ribs 
• Fractured vertebrae 
• Organ damage (e.g., ruptured spleen, collapsed lungs, organ lacerations) 

Psychological factors can also play a role in developing a fever after a car accident. The trauma 
of the crash can lead to an increase in stress hormones, which can cause an increase in body 
temperature. This is known as a psychogenic fever. 
 
Other symptoms associated with fever 
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The body's immune response to the trauma of the crash can range from a mild to a high fever, 
depending on the severity of the injury.  

An elevated body temperature is one of the most obvious symptoms of fever after a car 
accident. This can be measured by a thermometer and is typically considered to be a fever if 
the temperature is above 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit. 

In addition to an elevated body temperature, individuals who have been in a car accident may 
also experience other symptoms, such as: 

• Headache 
• Fatigue 
• Nausea or vomiting 
• Muscle aches and pain 

It is essential for individuals who have been in a car accident and are experiencing symptoms of 
fever to seek medical attention as soon as possible. This can help to prevent complications and 
ensure that proper treatment is received. 

Diagnosis and treatment 

When diagnosing and treating fever and other symptoms following a car accident, the 
importance of seeking medical attention cannot be overstated. Even if you feel fine 
immediately after the accident, it is crucial to be evaluated by a medical professional to ensure 
that there are no underlying injuries that could lead to complications later on. 

Doctors use numerous tests to determine the cause of the fever and other symptoms. 
Diagnosis may include a physical exam, blood tests, and imaging tests such as X-rays or CT 
scans. The results of these tests will help the medical professional to determine the best course 
of treatment. 

Treatment options for fever and other symptoms will vary depending on the cause of the 
symptoms and the severity of the injury. Medications such as ibuprofen or acetaminophen can 
reduce fever and manage pain. In some cases, prescription medications may be necessary to 
address specific symptoms. 

In addition to seeking medical attention and following the treatment plan prescribed by a 
medical professional, you can also take steps at home to manage fever and other symptoms. 
These may include getting plenty of rest, drinking plenty of fluids, and taking over-the-counter 
medications as directed. 

It's also important to note that recovery can take time, and it's essential to be patient and to 
listen to your body. Following your medical professional's instructions and taking care of 
yourself is the key to a full recovery. 

A car accident attorney can help you pursue compensation 



After being involved in a car accident in Dallas, the recovery process can be complicated. Injury 
victims need to understand the legal options available to them to secure the financial 
compensation they deserve.  

That is why accident victims should consult with an experienced car accident lawyer who knows 
how to navigate Texas laws and can build a strong case for compensation. 

At The Marye Law Firm, we know all aspects of the legal process and can help make you whole 
again. Don't go through this alone; seek out an experienced Dallas car accident attorney who 
will fight for your rights. To learn more about how we can help you, contact us today for a free 
consultation. 
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